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Dredging – Upper Bay
RDA Contracting has moved from Unit I/III to Unit II (near Irvine Blvd.)

They’ll be here for a couple months then move back near Jamboree Bridge area.
Project will be complete after that.

The City and Corps have 
been fielding noise 
complaints while working 
24 hours a day.

Contractor will monitor 
noise and make 
adjustments).
We ask for the public’s 
patience as we are in 
the final stretch of this 
long project.



Dredging – Lower Bay
Corps and Harbor 
Resources are 
continuing to plan.
POLB application 
submitted by the 
City for the 
Federal channels 
contaminants 
(~700,000 cy).
Funding is still 
unknown at this 
time of year.
Hoping to dredge 
at same time as 
the Rhine Project 
in Spring 2010.
Survey illustrates 
current depth vs. 
authorized depth.

Current Depth Survey – April 2010

Red: Shallower than -10’ MLLW
Yellow: -10’ to -15’ MLLW
Green: -15’ to -20’ MLLW
Blue: Deeper than -20’ MLLW



Corps Change of Command Ceremony
Council Member Leslie Daigle, Larry Paul and I attended the change of 
command ceremony at Fort MacArthur in San Pedro.

We wish Colonel Thomas Magness well as he spends the next year in 
Afghanistan.

The City looks forward to working closely with Colonel Mark Toy for the 
next 3 years.

Will arrange a Newport tour of the Upper and Lower Bay project in the coming 
months.



Dredging – Rhine Channel



Dredging – Rhine Channel

The Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) 30 day public review 
period ended on July 13.

5 Comments received from various agencies
Council will review the MND on July 27

Applications for sediment disposal at the POLB were submitted 
on June 30.  We now wait…



Dredging – Rhine Channel

On June 22, Council approved contract with Anchor QEA to 
proceed with final engineering / design and permitting.

No time wasted…

Permit applications will be submitted next week.
Pre-application meetings with Coastal Commission, Corps, Water Board, 
State Lands were very positive and productive – no red flags.
Requesting a November (or earlier) Coastal hearing.



Dredging – Rhine Channel

Final engineering underway.

Geotechnical analysis (land & 
water borings, pile & bulkhead 
embedment nearly complete.

Creating an offset zone from the 
bulkheads.



Rhine Wharf  Project
Some minor last minute submittal issues – currently being resolved.

Project is expected to be construction in ~ mid September.

This will not affect our Rhine Wharf dredging project. 



Public Access Docks
Very well received in the harbor -
boaters are enjoying the extra space

See Swift Slip’s ad in the Daily Pilot

Rules and Time Limits
Some complaints about the lack of rules.
Plan is see how the docks work this summer, 
then develop rules that reflect needs of the users.

Outreach at 15th St. on July 7 at 5:00 pm to listen 
boater’s opinions.
15th Street needs some minor cleat adjustment.
Discussed rules at MMPSC on July 8.
Intend to bring a final plan to the HC in August or 
September 2010 .



Dinghy Dock Extensions Complete!
Fernando St.



15th Street



19th Street



Sea Lions

Some sea lion activity in May/June.  South Mooring was called 
to resume his nightly patrols for a while.  Relatively quiet now…
Patrols will resume later this summer.
Sea Lion stickers will be reprinted and sent to fishing, charter, 
rental industries. 
Relying on the Harbor Patrol to help identify problem areas and 
to help contact mooring permittees.



Other Issues
Mooring Administration

Contract with the Harbor Patrol approved by Council on June 22, then by 
the County Board on June 29
Major highlights

County will remit all mooring rental fees (over City Tidelands) back to the City.
County is installing a credit card reader at the front desk for 
convenience to boaters. Operational within ~1 month.
County will perform a “head check” (dye tablets & Y-valve) for every 
rental (with another check if rental is >30 days.)
Enforcement of NBMC including issuing Notices of Violation and 
Administrative Citations on behalf of the City.  
More active involvement in mooring revocation process.
Assist the City in identifying live aboard violations.
Cooperative approach to sea lion control.
County will adopt guest mooring fees, then the City will adopt those 
fees in the Fee Schedule.



Other Issues
Harbor Commission and Planning Commission joint 
meeting date TBD (~September).

Harbor-wide Eelgrass Survey (every 2 years)
Currently underway since late 2009.  
Entire perimeter of the harbor is physically mapped for eelgrass by 
divers (generally from Bulkhead to Project Line). About 60% complete.
Helpful to gain an understanding of eelgrass trends.
Currently, it appears that eelgrass has been receding since the last 2007 
survey.

Marina Park
Working with consultants (Moffatt and Nichol) to submit permit 
applications soon.



Other Issues
Coastal Marina Permit

Letter from the Water Board 
“temporarily suspending is 
work and the release of a draft 
Coastal Marinas Permit in 
order to further its work with 
stakeholders on marina and 
coastal water issues.”

Waiting for further results from 
the Port of San Diego study.

Also evaluating recognition of 
the California Clean Marinas 
Program which is supported by 
many groups throughout the 
state as a feasible alternative.



Newport Bay Copper Reduction Project

319h grant funded 
through Regional Water 
Board
Coastkeeper/City 
partnership
Focus on non-biocide 
paints
Harbor wide education 
program/ City Resolution

Outreach to local 
boatyards
BYB financial incentive 
for non-biocide 
conversion
One-on-one BYB boater 
outreach
BYB water monitoring to 
measure reduced copper 
from project



Other Issues
S.E.T.S. Training sponsored by the Coast Guard Auxiliary 
(Surveillance, Elicitation, Test of Security & Suspicious 
Behavior)

Training on 7/13 at 
the American
Legion.  Many City 
staffers from 
different 
departments were 
present.



Other Issues
Boats Blocking Channels During Events

At a recent HC meeting, the Harbor Patrol requested that the City look 
for ways to prohibit vessels from blocking channels during events like 
the Christmas Boat Parade.

Municipal Code 17.20.20.B.3
“Restriction of Water Traffic.  For such time as necessary 
preceding, during and after any race, regatta, parade or other event 
held on the waters of Newport Harbor, or at any other time when 
the City Manager deems it necessary for the safety of persons, 
vessels or other property, he shall have authority to restrict or 
prohibit waterborne traffic in the harbor, and it shall be unlawful to 
willfully fail or refuse to comply with any order, signal or direction of 
the City Manager, his deputies or agents.  For purposes of this 
section, waterborne traffic shall mean any object, structure or 
vessel in contact with the water.”



Next Meeting

Wednesday, August 11, 2010
6:00 pm

Council Chambers



For More Information

http://www.newportbeachca.gov/HarborResources

Chris Miller, Harbor Resources Manager
cmiller@newportbeachca.gov
(949) 644-3043

Shannon Levin, Harbor Resources Supervisor
shannon@newportbeachca.gov
(949) 644-3041
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